THE  FRANKFORT DIET  OF  PRINCES

If the Austrian cabinet had not erroneously estimated
facts, and had taken at its right value the confidential
overture'made by me to Count Karolyi in 1862; if it had
modified its policy in the direction of seeking an under-
standing with Prussia instead of trying to coerce her by
means of majorities and other influences, we should prob-
ably have seen, or at any rate made trial of, a period of
dualistic policy in Germany. It is certainly very doubt-
ful if, without the clearing effect of the experiences of
1866 and 1870, such a system could have developed peace-
fully in a sense acceptable to German national sentiment,
and with permanent avoidance of internal dissensions.
The belief in the military superiority of Austria was too
strong, both at Vienna and at the Courts of the middle
states, for a modus mvendi on the footing of equality with
Prussia. The proof that this was the case at Vienna lay
in the proclamations that were found in the knapsacks of
the Austrian soldiers, together with the new uniforms or-
dered for the entry into Berlin. The contents of those
documents betrayed the certainty with which the Aus-
trians had counted on the victorious occupation of the
Prussian provinces. The refusal to entertain the latest
Prussian proposals for peace, made through the brother of
General von Gablenz, and the reason of it, namely, the
finance minister's requirement of a contribution from
Prussia, as well as the readiness announced at that time
to treat after the first battle, demonstrates the certainty
with which a victory in this was reckoned on.

The joint result of these representations working in
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